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International Student Information

Wishing to study at Sydney Film School?

Sydney Film School is registered on the Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for Overseas Students (CRICOS), provider number 02631G, and offers its Certificate IV in Screen and Diploma of Screen to international students.

The following document contains information about our courses, fees, living in Sydney, and how to apply.

Course Information

The Certificate IV in Screen is a half yearly full time course teaching both 16mm film and digital video production using hands-on and theory based training.

The Diploma of Screen is a one year full time course teaching both 16mm film and digital video production using hands-on and theory based training.

Sydney Film School operates as a production house where students produce group and individual projects.  The school provides a creative environment for its students and uses an exciting program to immerse them into a world of film. 

Entry Requirements
Students must satisfy the following requirements when applying to Sydney Film School:

1.
Complete and sign the International Student Application Form, available on our website www.sydneyfilmschool.com

2.
Submit a one page personal statement which demonstrates a commitment to enquiry, study, and enthusiasm for collaboration

3.
Submit a Curriculum Vitae
4.
An International English Language Test Score (IELTS) of 5.5 or above
International students must enrol in full time studies to be eligible for a study visa. 

Course Summary
Semester One

Semester One of the Certificate IV in Screen and Diploma of Screen consists of 20 weeks of full time study.  During Semester One students undertake five subjects (called Elements) including:  (1) 16mm Film Production (Drama);  (2) Digital Video Production (Documentary);  (3) Story Through Character (Writing and Directing);  (4) Story Through Sound and Image (Screen Language and Context);  (5) Specialisation – a choice of one from several disciplines including Cinematography, Sound for Film, Production Design, and many others.

The courses combine classes and workshops with assignments and production projects.  Semester One projects include a major 16mm film project as well as a digital documentary project.  There is a three week pre-production / shooting period mid-semester for the 16mm film projects.  Equipment workshops are held outside of class time so that students can gain proficiency in the use of film and digital video equipment.  Students are also required to attend a weekly film screening and discussion.

Semester Two
Semester Two of the Diploma of Screen consists of 20 weeks of full time study.  In preparation for a second major film project students must complete three of the following workshops: Cinematography Master Class; Acting / Directing; Screenwriting Lab; Digital Workshop; Film Sound Lab; Animation; Avid Editing; Documentary; and Puppetry for Film / Television.  Students will also develop an individual thesis project and present a film screening and discussion paper.

Students completing Semester One only will be awarded the Certificate IV in Screen.  Students completing both semesters will be awarded the Diploma of Screen. 

Major Creative Works

As part of the Diploma of Screen all students undertake a key role in at least two major film projects, one digital documentary project, and an individual thesis project (either on film or digital).  All film projects utilise student crews and are funded with a cash budget.  The budget covers film stock, processing and some additional equipment.  The major film projects are also provided with a comprehensive production kit (which can include an Arriflex SR2 super 16mm camera).

The principal aim of the course is to ensure students receive training that will enable them to gain skills consummate with the film industry and a show reel to prove it.  Many students who have studied under our staff now work in the film industry.  Others have also successfully gained government funding for their own projects.
Course Fees
International students are required to pay a deposit of $2,200 (AUD) within 14 working days of receiving an offer from Sydney Film School.  Confirmation of enrolment and visa documents will not be processed until this deposit is paid and OSHC is in place.  The remaining course fee balance is to be paid in full prior to the commencement of the course.

2006 Fees
The current fees for the Certificate IV in Screen in 2006 are:
Up Front Payment:
$7,700 (AUD)
Total course fees, including all materials
The current fees for the Diploma of Screen 2006 are:
Up Front Payment:
$13,100 (AUD)
Total course fees, including all materials
2007 Fees
The current fees for the Certificate IV in Screen in 2007 are:
Up Front Payment:
$8,800 (AUD)
Total course fees, including all materials
The current fees for the Diploma of Screen 2007 are:
Up Front Payment:
$14,900 (AUD)
Total course fees, including all materials
Please note that there are no scholarships currently available.

Living in Sydney

Students living in Sydney require a minimum of approximately $16,000 (AUD) per year for living expenses such as accommodation, food and transport (source: Mercer Human Resource Consulting, Quality of Living Report 2003).  Personal expenses such as travel, entertainment and food cost around $150 (AUD) per week.  This amount would not include luxuries or a car.
Accommodation

Please note that Sydney Film School does not have on-campus accommodation.  Students can find temporary or extended accommodation at the ‘Homestay’ website:
http://www.homestay.com.au

Boarding houses range from fairly large commercial properties to average sized houses run by private citizens.  Accommodation available includes full board, rooms with use of facilities, or rooms only.  Students can expect to pay about $120 - $180 (AUD) per week for a single or shared room in a boarding house.
Once settled in Australia, students may wish to share rented accommodation.  The national newspapers have many advertisements for rental accommodation.  Some indicative costs for rental accommodation are:

· 1 bedroom apartment / flat $170 - $220 (AUD) per week
· 2 bedroom apartment / flat $180 - $300 (AUD) per week
· 2 / 3 bedroom house $250 - $400 (AUD) per week
· Sharing an unfurnished bedroom with another person $150 (AUD) per week per person
Rental accommodation also requires the payment of a bond which equates to one months rent.  Renters are also required to pay their rent two weeks in advance.
Cost of Utilities
Rental accommodation generally requires a one-off fee for the following utilities to be connected:

· Gas $120 (AUD)

· Electricity $120 (AUD)

· Telephone $50 (AUD)

How to Apply: The Enrolment Process
The Certificate IV in Screen and Diploma of Screen courses are registered under CRICOS, provider number 02631G, so prospective international students are eligible to apply for entry to Australia under the Overseas Student Programme.
To apply for the Certificate IV in Screen and Diploma of Screen prospective students must complete the following six steps:

1.
Submit the following documents to Sydney Film School:

· completed application form

· Curriculum Vitae (CV)

· one page personal statement which demonstrates a commitment to enquiry and study, an interest in pursing a career in the film industry, enthusiasm for collaboration and team work etc

The above items should be emailed, faxed or sent to Sydney Film School

2.
Provide evidence of an International English Language Test Score (IELTS) of 5.5, for students who have English as a second language
3.
After an application has been processed by Sydney Film School, prospective students will be notified as to the success of their application.  Once an offer has been made by Sydney Film School a deposit of $2,200 (AUD) is payable to the school within fourteen days of the offer
4.
Following the payment of the deposit an enrolment is then registered with the Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs.  Sydney Film School will notify students of this registration

5.
In addition, students will also receive a confirmation of enrolment from Sydney Film School and the Department of Education, Science and Training.  The remainder of course fees are payable prior to the commencement of the course.

6.
The Australian Government requires all holders of student visas to have Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) for the duration of their time in Australia.  Once an offer has been made by Sydney Film School, applicants must organise 12 months of OSHC in order for visa documents to be processed.  Sydney Film School recommends AHM as our preferred provider of OSHC, and details of their cover can be found on their website, www.ahmg.com.au/oshc.  Sydney Film School has an account with AHM and can make payment on behalf of applicants
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